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Overview of RE Planning – 2 year cycle (KS1) 

4 Year cycle (KS2) 

Three Big Ideas:  

Faith: Children explore and describe their own and others’ beliefs 

Understanding: Children learn key concepts underpinning different religions and religious 

practices. They explore religious stories and recognise their meaning. They appreciate how 

individuals and cultures are shaped and influenced by religion.  

Acceptance: Children understand and respect the views and beliefs of others. 
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EYFS & KS1 

Overview of RE Planning - Cycle 1   

(Cycle 1) Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 

 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Big question:  
What does the word ‘God’ 
mean?  
 
Creation 1 
Why is the word of God 
important to Christians? 
 
I can begin to recount parts 
of religious stories 
I can sometimes name 
things that are important in 
a religion 
I am beginning to recognise 
pictures of religious stories 
and characters 
I can talk about things I and 
my family do 
I am beginning to respond 
to some, ‘I wonder’ 
questions 
I can say what is special to 
me and others around me 

 
An encounter with 
A Muslim whispering Allah 
in a baby’s ear 

Big question:  
Why are some people 
revered?  
 
Incarnation 1 
Why Christians perform 
nativity plays? 
 
I can tell part of the nativity 
when dressed as a 
character  
I can identify or name a 
church, vicar, bible and God 
as special in a religion. 
I can recognise a   picture of 
the nativity story 
I can say what I am doing 
with my family that is 
special to me 
I can explain what might 
have happened in the 
nativity story. 
I can talk about special 
stories, foods or things my 
friends like doing 
 
An encounter with 
A Muslim story: 
Muhammad and the Ants 

Big question:  
Is it always easy to help 
someone?  
 
Salvation 2 
How can we help others 
when they need it? 
 
I can tell what happened to 
the traveller in the Good 
Samaritan story 
I know that Jesus is a 
special helper for Christians 
I can recognise a picture of 
the Good Samaritan story 
I can talk about someone 
who helped in class or in 
my family 
I can say why people 
needed help after hearing a 
Chrisian story 
I can identify someone 
special who helps me or my 
friends and how they help  
 
An encounter with 
A Sikh story: Har Gobind 
and the 52 Princes 

Big question:  
Does everyone need some 
help?  
 
Salvation 1 
Why do Christians put a 
cross in the Easter garden? 
 
I can tell and remember 
part of an Easter story 
when looking at a picture  
I can identify and name a 
cross as a special shape for 
Christians 
I can talk about a picture of 
the Easter story 
I can talk about where I like 
going at the weekend 
I can answer questions 
about the Easter story 
I can talk about what is 

important to Christians at 

Easter and what is 
important to me 
 
An encounter with 
A Buddhist story: The 
Monkey King 

Big question:  
Is every one of us special?  
 
Incarnation 2 
What makes every 
person unique? 
 
I can tell a bible story about 
finding a lost coin or 
welcoming a lost child 
I can use words like God, 
thanksgiving, Jesus, church, 
bible and Christian correctly 
I can recognise a bible story 
and use accurate words to 
talk about it 
I can talk about my own 
experience of being lost 
and found 
I can talk about something 
being unique or precious 
I can talk about what is 
precious to Christians 
 
An encounter with 
Hindus celebrating at 
Raksha Bandhan 

Big question:  
What is really important to 
do?   
 
Creation 2 
How can we care 
for our wonderful world? 
 
I can remember the 
creation story and name 
some of the animals in it 
I can identify special things 
to Christians like God, 
church, bible, Christian and 
service 
I can recognise a picture of 
the creation story, or Adam 
naming the animals 
I can talk about looking 
after somebody 
I can ask questions about 
creation or the world 
needing care 
I can say what I like about 
nature and the world 
An encounter with 
Tu be Shevat: the Jewish 
‘Birthday of Trees’ 
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Year 1/2 Big question:  
Big Question 1: Is it important to belong?  

Big question:  
Why do people celebrate?   

Big question:  
Should everyone learn to pray?   

Christianity: Belonging 
 
Church 

 
Why is belonging to God 
and the church family 
important to Christians? 
 
Faith 
I can remember and tell a 
Christian story and talk 
about it 
I can describe what a 
believer might learn from a 
Christian story 
Understanding 
I can use the right names 
for things that are special in 
a religion 
I can use religious words to 
describe different ways 
people show their beliefs 
(eg baptism) 
Acceptance 
I can talk about what is 
important to me and other 
people 
I can compare my ideas 
with those of others 

Judaism: Belonging 
 
Mitzvot 
 
Why is learning to 
do good deeds so 
important to Jewish 
people? 
 
Faith 
I can remember and tell a 
Jewish story and talk about 
it 
I can say some things that 
Jewish people believe 
Understanding 
I can use the right names 
for things that are special in 
a religion 
I can say what Jewish 
symbols stand for 
Acceptance 

I can talk about being 
made to feel welcome 
I can talk about what is 
important to me and 
other people 

 

Hinduism: Dharma 
Enquiry 
 
devotion 
 
How does a Hindu 
celebrate devotion to a 
deity at the festival of Holi? 
 
Faith 
I can retell the story of 
Hiranya Kashyap 
I can link the story to the 
festival of Holi and say why 
Hindus celebrate it 
Understanding 
I can retell the story of 
Radha and Krishna 
I can explain the link 
between the story and Holi 
being called the festival of 
love 
Acceptance 
I can describe what Hindus 
do during the festival of 
Holi 
I can link what people do 
during Holi with the stories 
of Krishna and other 
celebrations 

Christianity: Symbols 
and Artefacts 
 
resurrection 
 
What are the best 
symbols of Jesus’ 
death and 
resurrection at 
Easter? 
 
Faith 
I can remember one of the 
Easter stories and talk 
about it 
I can describe what a 
Christian might learn from 
Easter stories about God 
and Jesus 
Understanding 
I can use the words God, 
Jesus, Easter, cross and 
Christian correctly 
I can talk about how 
celebrating Easter is 
important to many 
Christians 
Acceptance 
I can talk about what I find 
interesting or puzzling in 
Easter stories 
I can talk about whether 
someone can come back to 
life and compare my ideas 
with others. 

Judaism: Prayer and 
Worship 
 
tefillah  
 
Why do Jewish 
families say so 
many prayers 
and blessings? 
 
Faith 
I can tell the story of 
creation and say why 
Jewish people rest on the 
seventh day 
I can talk about some of the 
things that are important 
for Jewish families on 
Shabbat 
Understanding 
I can use the words Sukkot, 
God, sukkah, lulav to talk 
about Sukkot correctly 
I can explain some of the 
symbols on the Shabbat 
table 
Acceptance 
I can talk about what I find 
interesting and puzzling 
about Shabbat 
I can talk about things in 
the creation story that 
make us ask questions 

Christianity: Prayer 
and Worship 
 
Prayer 
 
Why do Christians 
pray to God and 
worship him? 
 
Faith 
I can talk about how Jesus 
taught his disciples to pray 
to God 
I can describe what some 
phrases from the Lord’s 
prayer teach Christians 
about God 
Understanding 
I can identify the Lords’s 
prayer  
I can identify some things 
about how Christians pray 
and the words, posture and 
artifacts they use 
Acceptance 
I can explain how and why 
Christians say thank you to 
God 
I can explain how Christians 
behave towards God to 
pray and worship him 
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EYFS & KS1: Overview of RE Planning - Cycle 2  

(Cycle 2) Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 

 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception 
 
(repeat of cycle 
1) 

Big question:  
What does the word ‘God’ 
mean?  
 
Creation 1 
Why is the word of God 
important to Christians? 
 
I can begin to recount parts 
of religious stories 
I can sometimes name 
things that are important in 
a religion 
I am beginning to recognise 
pictures of religious stories 
and characters 
I can talk about things I and 
my family do 
I am beginning to respond 
to some, ‘I wonder’ 
questions 
I can say what is special to 
me and others around me 

 
An encounter with 
A Muslim whispering Allah 
in a baby’s ear 

Big question:  
Why are some people 
revered?  
 
Incarnation 1 
Why Christians perform 
nativity plays? 
 
I can tell part of the nativity 
when dressed as a 
character  
I can identify or name a 
church, vicar, bible and God 
as special in a religion. 
I can recognise a   picture of 
the nativity story 
I can say what I am doing 
with my family that is 
special to me 
I can explain what might 
have happened in the 
nativity story. 
I can talk about special 
stories, foods or things my 
friends like doing 
 
An encounter with 
A Muslim story: 
Muhammad and the Ants 

Big question:  
Is it always easy to help 
someone?  
 
Salvation 2 
How can we help others 
when they need it? 
 
I can tell what happened to 
the traveller in the Good 
Samaritan story 
I know that Jesus is a 
special helper for Christians 
I can recognise a picture of 
the Good Samaritan story 
I can talk about someone 
who helped in class or in 
my family 
I can say why people 
needed help after hearing a 
Chrisian story 
I can identify someone 
special who helps me or my 
friends and how they help  
 
An encounter with 
A Sikh story: Har Gobind 
and the 52 Princes 

Big question:  
Does everyone need some 
help?  
 
Salvation 1 
Why do Christians put a 
cross in the Easter garden? 
 
I can tell and remember 
part of an Easter story 
when looking at a picture  
I can identify and name a 
cross as a special shape for 
Christians 
I can talk about a picture of 
the Easter story 
I can talk about where I like 
going at the weekend 
I can answer questions 
about the Easter story 
I can talk about what is 

important to Christians at 

Easter and what is 
important to me 
 
An encounter with 
A Buddhist story: The 
Monkey King 

Big question:  
Is every one of us special?  
 
Incarnation 2 
What makes every 
person unique? 
 
I can tell a bible story about 
finding a lost coin or 
welcoming a lost child 
I can use words like God, 
thanksgiving, Jesus, church, 
bible and Christian correctly 
I can recognise a bible story 
and use accurate words to 
talk about it 
I can talk about my own 
experience of being lost 
and found 
I can talk about something 
being unique or precious 
I can talk about what is 
precious to Christians 
 
An encounter with 
Hindus celebrating at 
Raksha Bandhan 

Big question:  
What is really important to 
do?   
 
Creation 2 
How can we care 
for our wonderful world? 
 
I can remember the 
creation story and name 
some of the animals in it 
I can identify special things 
to Christians like God, 
church, bible, Christian and 
service 
I can recognise a picture of 
the creation story, or Adam 
naming the animals 
I can talk about looking 
after somebody 
I can ask questions about 
creation or the world 
needing care 
I can say what I like about 
nature and the world 
 
An encounter with 
Tu be Shevat: Jewish 
‘Birthday of Trees’ 
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Year 1/2 Big question: What do people believe is 
important?  

Big question: Who is it right to follow?  Big question: Can books and stories be good 
teachers?  

 Judaism: Believing 
  
Teshuvah Forgiveness 
 
How does the story of Jonah 
help Jewish people think 
about new starts? 
 
Faith 
I can remember the story of 
Jonah and say some things 
Jewish people believe about 
God and repentance (being 
sorry) 
I can talk about how some 
Jewish people think they 
need to pray and repent 
(say sorry to God) 
Understanding 
I can say what Jewish 
people believe the sound of 
the shofar stands for at 
Rosh Hashanah 
I can talk about times I have 
done something wrong and 
need to say sorry 
Acceptance 
I can talk about things I 
have puzzling in the Jonah 
story 
I can talk about whether 
repentance is important to 
me and others 

Christianity: Believing 
 
Saviour 
 
Why was Jesus given the 
name saviour?  
 
Faith 
I can remember the story of 
the Angel Gabriel and talk 
about it 
I can identify the candle in a 
nativity scene as a symbol 
for Jesus as the light of the 
world 
Understanding 
I can ask about the 
characters in the nativity 
and discuss how they might 
feel 
I can talk about things in 
the Christmas story that 
make me or others ask 
questions 
Acceptance 
I can ask who might need 
rescuing and who should 
help them 
I can talk about what helps 
me when I feel alone and 
what I have found out helps 
and Christian 

Islam: Believing  
 
Compassion 
 
How do some Muslims 
show Allah is compassionate 
and 
merciful? 

 
Faith 
I can remember the story of 
Muhammed and the Crying 
Camel and talk about it 
I can use these words in 
questions and answers – 
Allah, fasting, Ramadan, 
compassion 
Understanding 
I can identify the crescent 
moon and star are symbols 
of Islam and what looking 
for the new moon at Eid-ul-
Fitr is about 
Acceptance 
I can talk about what I find 
interesting or puzzling in 
stories about Muhammad 
I can talk about times I hope 
others will show me 
compassion and when I 
might need to show it to 
others 

Christianity: Leaders 
and Teachers 
  
Trust 
 
Why do Christians 
trust Jesus and 
follow him? 

 
Faith 
I can tell a story about 
Jesus using the words God, 
trust and disciples correctly 
I can describe what 
Christian might learn from 
a story about following and 
trusting Jesus 
Understanding 
I can recognise some 
pictures of stories of Jesus 
and talk about them 
I can talk about times when 
I need help and or have 
been able to ask someone 
else 
Acceptance 
I can talk about what is 
important to me like Jesus, 
God, the Bible is important 
to Christians 
I can think about whether 
anything Jesus says links to 
how I think and behave  

Judaism: Leaders and 
Teachers 
  
Torah Rabbi 
 
Why do Jewish people 
celebrate the laws God gave 
them through Moses? 

 
Faith 
I can remember the story of 
Moses and the Ten 
Commandments and talk 
about it 
I can retell part of the story 
of Moses and say some 
things Jewish people 
believe about him 
Understanding 
I can recognise a Torah 
scroll and talk about 
pictures showing a scroll 
I can say what a mezuzah is 
and what Jewish people use 
it for 
Acceptance 
I can talk about things in 
the Moses stories that 
make me and my class ask 
questions 
I can ask with respect what 
others think makes a good 
leader 

Christianity: Stories 
and Books 
 
Parables 
 
What did Jesus 
teach about God 
in his parables? 

 
Faith 
I can remember one of 
Jesus’ parables and talk 
about it 
I can retell one of Jesus’ 
parables and say some 
things that Christians 
believe about God 
Understanding 
I can interview some 
Christians to find out how 
bible stories affect them in 
their lives 
I can compare how Jesus’ 
parables influence 
Christians to things that 
influence me 
Acceptance 
I can talk about important 
messages I want people to 
hear and what is important 
to Christians 
I can link being forgiven or 
being helped to the way I 
think about and treat other 
people 
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KS2 

Overview of RE Planning: Cycle 1 

(Cycle 1) Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 

 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
(Taken from 

Year 3&4 
Units) 

 

Big question: Do beliefs make any difference to someone’s life? Big question: What beliefs drive people to make a difference in 
the world? 

Christianity: Religion 
and the Individual 
 
Reconciliation, 
Stewardship, or 
Forgiveness  

 
How do Christians 
show that 
reconciliation with 
God and other people 
is important? 
 
Faith 
I can retell the Parable 
of the Lost Son and say 
some things that 
Christians believe that 
are related 
I can describe what 
Christians might learn 
from the Parable of the 
Lost Son/stories form 
Christians involved in 
reconciliation 

Hinduism: Religion 
and the Individual 
 
Karma or Samsara 

 
Why does a Hindu 
want to collect good 
karma? 
 
Faith 
I can tell a Hindu story 
and say some things 
that Hindus believe 
I can describe what a 
Hindu might learn from 
a story from the 
Panchatantra 
Understanding 
I can describe what 
some Hindu boys 
receive a sacred thread 
and what this signifies 
I can say what Hindus 
may say ‘Snakes and 
Ladders’ and the 

Islam: Religion and 
the Individual 
 
Submission or Salah 
 
How does a Muslim 
show their submission 
and obedience to Allah? 
 
Faith 
I can tell the story of 
Bilal and say some 
things Muslims believe 
I can talk about how 
Muslims believe in one 
God and say prayers 
like other religious 
people 
Understanding 
I can describe some 
things Muslims do 
when they get ready for 
prayer and how this is 
the same/different 
from others who pray 
Acceptance 

Christianity: Symbols 
and religious 
expression 
 
Kingdom of God, 
Sacrifice, or Creation 
 
Is the cross a symbol of 
love, sacrifice or 
commitment for 
Christians? 
 
Faith 
I can retell stories 
Christians tell in Holy 
Week and explain why 
they are important 
I can talk about how 
Christians in many lands 
use crosses to show 
they are Christians 
Understanding 
I can describe how 
making the sign of a 
cross shows Christian 

Humanism: Enquiry 
 
Theist, Atheist 
Agnostic, Golden Rule 
 
Why do Humanists use 
the golden rule as a 
basis for morality? 
 
Faith 
I can explore what 
humanists believe 
about being ‘good’ and 
reasons for it 
I can explore ideas 
about following rules 
and being motivated to 
make good decisions 
Understanding 
I can explore and 
explain world views and 
begin to form my own 
I can explain some 
world views that are 
and are not based on 
religion 

Christianity: Symbols 
and religious 
expression 
 
Kingdom of God, 
Sacrifice, or Creation 
 
What do Christians 
mean when they talk 
about the Kingdom of 
God?  
 
Faith 
I can describe what a 
Christian might learn 
about Jesus from the 
story of Palm Sunday.  
I can explain that, for 
Christians, Jesus is the 
King of God’s Kingdom.  
Understanding  
I can use religious terms 
to describe some ways 
Christians show their 
belief that Jesus is their 
king. 
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Understanding 
I can use religious 
words to describe how 
Christians act out the 
idea of reconciliation in 
church services or 
practices 
I can compare what 
influences me to what 
influences a practicing 
Christian 
Acceptance 
I can say what is 
important to me about 
peace, reconciliation 
and forgiveness and 
listen respectfully to 
others 
I can consider how 
being a peacemaker or 
reconciler might affect 
the way I and others 
might behave 

imagery of ‘worn out 
clothes stands for  
Acceptance 
I can question which 
actions in life and 
snakes/ladders and 
compare my ideas with 
others in the class 
I can compare things 
that influence me and 
how the idea of good 
and bad karma 
influences Hindus 

I can identify who we 
submit to or obey and 
why 
I can ask questions 
about moral decisions I 
and other people make 
making reference to 
Muslim beliefs 

beliefs, using religious 
language 
I can compare things 
that influence me with 
how belief in Jesus’ 
sacrifice influences 
Christians 
Acceptance 
I can ask important 
questions about what a 
sacrifice is and compare 
my ideas with others 
I link precious things to 
me with what I would 
be prepared to sacrifice 
and compare with 
others 

Acceptance 
I can understand the 
terms: 
Theist 
Atheist 
Agnostic 
and explain Humanist 
beliefs using these 
terms 
I can explain how 
Humanists use the 
Golden Rule to help us 
think about how we 
should treat other 
people 

 

I can describe what The 
Lord’s Prayer teaches 
about the Kingdom of 
God. 
I can describe why 
charity work is 
important to Christians 
as a way of growing 
God’s kingdom. 
Acceptance 
I can recognise some of 
the things which 
influence how I treat 
other people e.g. 
family, friends, faith. 
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Overview of RE Planning: Cycle 2  

(Cycle 2) Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 

 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
(Taken from 

Year 5&6 
Units) 

Big question: Where do people look for answers to life and 
living? 

Big question: Are some things more sacred than others? 

Christianity: 
Teachings and 
Authority 
 
Gospel, Wisdom, or 
Parable 
 
Why is the gospel such 
good news for 
Christians? 
 
Faith 
I can describe what a 
Christian might learn 
from the stories of 
Jesus in terms who he is 
and why he is 
considered to be good 
news 
I can talk about how 
Christians world-wide 
learn about Jesus from 
the gospels 
Understanding 
I can describe ways that 
pulpits and lecterns in 
some churches 

Hinduism: Authority 
and teaching 
 
Moksha or Artha 
 
What spiritual 
pathways to Moksha 
are written about in 
Hindu scriptures? 
 
Faith 
I can describe what a 
Hindu might learn 
about the nature of 
God from stories about 
Krishna as a child  
I can suggest reasons 
for the beliefs Hindus 
hold about different 
pathways to God and 
how Gita’s teaching is 
the source of their 
answers to questions 
Understanding 
I can use words like 
devotion, chanting and 
offering to describe 
ways Hindus offer 
worship to Krishna 

Islam: Teachings and 

Authority 

 

Tawheed or Allah  

 

What does the Qu’ran 

reveal to Muslims about 

Allah and his guidance? 

 

Faith 
I can tell the Muslim 
story of the Night of 
Power, say some things 
Muslims believe and 
might learn from it 
I can recognise the 
Arabic word ‘Allah’ and 
use the names of Allah 
to describe the 
different ways Muslims 
view what Allah is like 
Understanding 
I can make links 
between teachings of 
the Qu’ran or Sunnah of 
the prophet and how 
Muslims might put 
them into practice 

Christianity:  
Worship, Pilgrimage 
and Sacred Places 
 
Eucharist, Pilgrim, or 
Icon  
 
Why do Christians think 
being a pilgrim is a good 
analogy for life itself? 
 
Faith 
I can suggest good 
reasons, including some 
from the Bible, why 
some Christians believe 
going on a pilgrimage 
helps them think about 
God 
I can suggest how 
pilgrimage can help to 
grow Christian’s 
spiritual lives. 
Understanding 
I can use a wide 
religious vocabulary to 
produce a guide to Holy 
Land pilgrimage. 

Christianity: 
Worship, Pilgrimage 
and Sacred Places 
 
Eucharist, Pilgrim, or 
Icon  
 
What is the great 
significance of the 
Eucharist to Christians? 
 
Faith 
I can tell the Last 
Supper story and say 
some things that 
Christians believe about 
Jesus 
I can say what bread 
and wine stand for in 
the Eucharist 
Understanding 
I can compare very 
different images of the 
Last Supper using 
religious vocabulary 
I can give my views, and 
those of others, on the 
challenges of being a 
follower of Christ 

Buddhism: Symbols 
and Religious 
Expression 
 
Enlightenment or 
Buddharupa  
 
How did Buddha teach 
his followers to find 
enlightenment? 

 
Faith 
I can tell the story of 
Buddha’s visit outside 
the palace and say what 
the four sights made 
him ask 
I can describe what a 
Buddhist might learn 
from stories that 
illustrate the four noble 
truths 
Understanding 
I can explain what some 
Buddhist symbols stand 
for –eg  lotus, Bodhi 
tree, wheel 
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I can say what a gospel 
choir is and what they 
sing 
Acceptance 
I can compare how 
good news affects me 
and other people 
including Christians 
I can link what I value 
with how I think and 
behave with gospel 
teachings and how 
Christians think and 
behave 

I can use wide religious 
vocabulary to suggest 
reasons for the 
similarities and 
differences in how 
Krishna is portrayed by 
Hindus as a child, in his 
universal form and as a 
young man 
Acceptance 
I can talk about 
whether it is good to be 
devoted to something 
in life, whether it gives 
meaning and purpose 
suggesting my own 
answers and those of 
Hindus 
I can ask questions 
about fighting to 
resolve conflict and 
what might happen 
referring to Arjuna 

I can describe how 
some Muslims seek to 
become a Hafiz and 
how the study affects 
their lives and those of 
others 
Acceptance 
I can give my views and 
those of a Muslim on 
what humans are and 
how they should live 
and the challenges 
involved 
I can ask questions 
about why celebrations 
can make us feel we 
belong, making 
reference to Muslims 
celebrating Laylat-ul 
Qadr 

I can describe some of 
the Christian practices 
and experiences 
different pilgrims might 
have. 
Acceptance 
I can ask about moral 
decisions I and others 
make, as a result of 
particular values or 
commitments. 
I can compare my ideas 
about the meaning and 
purpose of life with the 
goal of Pilgrim’s journey 
and consider how his 
story might help people 
who are looking for 
truth. 

Acceptance 
I can ask big questions 
about humans in 
relation to the vastness 
of the universe and 
suggest answers a 
Christian (like Buzz 
Aldrin) might give 

 

and how beliefs are 
shown in Buddha rupas 
or statues 
I can compare what 
influences me with how 
the Eightfold Path 
might influence a 
Buddhist 
Acceptance 
I can give my own and 
Buddhist views on who 
we are, where we 
belong and some 
challenges of belonging 
to the Buddhist 
community 
I can ask why and 
explain why Buddha is 
revered by Buddhists, 
relating to my own and 
Buddhists’ lives 
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KS2  

Overview of RE Planning: Cycle 3 

Cycle 3 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 

 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
(Taken from 

Year 3&4 
Units) 

 

Big question: What makes some people an inspiration to 
others? 

Big question: What beliefs bind a community together? 

Christianity: 
Inspirational People 
 
Salvation, Conversion, 
or Miracle 
 
How does believing 
Jesus is their saviour 
inspire Christians to 
save and serve others? 
 
Faith 
I can describe what a 
Christian might learn 
from the story of 
Zachaeus about how 
Jesus changes and saves 
people 
I can describe different 
ways Christians try to 
save or help others 
Understanding 
I can explain why Jesus 
is referred to as the 
Saviour of the World 

Hinduism: 
Inspirational People 
 
Dharma or Ahimsa  
 
How does the story of 
Rama and Sita inspire 
Hindus to follow their 
Dharma?  
 
Faith 
I can describe what a 
Hindu might learn 
about Dharma from the 
story of Rama and Sita 
I can describe how 
Hindus, like Christians, 
celebrate the life of a 
religious leader, Rama 
Understanding 
I can use religious 
words to describe how 
Hindus show their 
beliefs at a wedding 
I can ask questions 
about the Hindu view 

Islam: Inspirational 

people 

 

Prophet or Messenger 

 

Why do Muslims call 

Muhammed ‘The Seal 

of the Prophets’? 

 

Faith 
I can tell a story about 
Muhammad and say 
things Muslims 
believe about him and 
might learn from his life 
I can describe some 
things Muslims do to 
celebrate the 
Prophet’s Birthday 
and say why some 
Muslims do not 
celebrate it 
Understanding 
I can use religious 

Christianity: Religion, 
Family and 
Community 
 
Unity, Body of Christ, or 
Mission  
 
Why do Christians call 
themselves the Body of 
Christ?  
 
Faith 
I can retell the story of 
Pentecost 
I can explain what a 
Christian might learn 
from Pentecost 
Understanding 
I can understand that 
Christians believe they 
are part of one body 
I can explain how 
Christians might have 
different roles to help 
the body. 
Acceptance 

Christianity: Religion, 
Family and 
Community 
 
Unity, Body of Christ, or 
Mission  
 
Why do Christians 
believe they are people 
on a mission? 
 
Faith 
I can make links 
between Jesus’ 
teaching about salt and 
light and how they are 
connected to Christian 
life 
I can use the words 
‘mission’ and 
‘commission’ to 
describe different 
things churches do to 
fulfil their call to follow 
Jesus 
 

Sikhism: Religion, 
Family and 
Community 
 
Equality or Sewa 
 
How do Sikhs put their 
ideas about equality 
into practice? 
 
Faith 
I can describe 
what a Sikh might 
learn from the story 
of Guru Amar Das 
I can make links 
between words from 
the Guru Granth 
about equality and 
how they are 
connected to Sikhs’ 
lives 
Understanding 
I can use the 
words ’kaur’ and 
‘singh’ to describe 
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I can explain how this 
links to how the 
Salvation army want to 
serve and save others 
Acceptance 
I can ask questions 
about who we are in 
the light of Zachaeus 
who was left out and 
suggest how Christians 
might answer them 
I can ask questions 
about moral decisions 
people might make and 
suggest how people 
such as William Booth 
might have answered 
them 

of different duties in 
different stages in 
life and talk about 
who shows 
me my duties 
Acceptance 
I can ask questions 
about why people 
have duties in 
life and what a Hindu 
might say about this 
I can talk about 
moral decisions I 
make and why 
characters in the 
Ramayana fulfilled or 
failed their religious 
dharma 

terms to describe 
different 
ways Muslims 
show Muhammad’s 
importance in a 
mosque 
I can ask questions 
about the purpose of 
life and suggest 
answers of my own and  
possible Muslim 
answers 
Acceptance 
I can ask questions 
about how I and 
others make moral 
decisions, and 
suggest how a 
Muslim might make 
Choices 
I can compare how 
someone I admire in- 
fluences me with why 
Muhammad might in- 
fluence a Muslim 

I can ask questions 
about the roles people 
may have in a church 
I can use the correct 
vocabulary to describe 
these different roles. 
 

Understanding 
I can express what I 
think about Pentecost 
and some Christian 
beliefs linked to a work 
of art or a story 
I can ask questions 
about Pentecost to try 
to find out answers 
Acceptance 
I can talk about things 
that I think are 
important in the world 
to make it better and 
see what is important 
to others 
I can link some of the 
Marks of Mission with 
things I value which 
affect the way I think 
and behave 

how they make Sikhs 
feel valued, untied and 
equal 
I can express 
Sikh beliefs in 
equality through some 
Sikh stories or words 
from the Gurus 
Acceptance 
I can ask 
questions about 
whether there are 
always new things to 
learn in life, and 
suggest a range of 
answers that a 
Sikh, might give 
I can ask about 
moral decisions 
and suggest what 
might happen in 
school not seeing, 
people as equals, 
making reference to 
Sikh and Christian 
beliefs / values 
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KS2 

Overview of RE Planning: Cycle 4  

Cycle 4 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 

 Summer 1 Summer 2 

  Big question: Why are there so many different ideas about 
God? 

Big question: What are the best ways to think about living and 
dying? 

Christianity: Beliefs 
and Questions 
 
Incarnation, Trinity, or 
Creed 
 
How do Christians show 
their belief that Jesus is 
God incarnate? 
 
Faith 
I can describe 
what a Christian 
might learn from 
some of Jesus’ ‘I am’ 
sayings 
I can talk about 
what a Christian says 
is important to them 
about the idea of 
God becoming a 
human like one of 
them in Jesus 
Understanding 
I can suggest 
reasons why 

Hinduism: Beliefs 
and Questions 
 
Trimurti or Atman / 
Brahman  
 
How do questions 
about Brahman and 
atman influence the 
way a Hindu lives? 
 
Faith 
I can tell the story 
of Svetaketu and the 
salty water and the 
story of the blind men 
and the elephant and 
say something a Hindu 
believes about God 
I can make links 
between what 
Svetaketu’s father 
wanted him to learn 
from the salt, honey 
and the fig, and 
Hindu belief in 

Islam: Beliefs and 
Questions 
 
Revelation or Sunnah 
 
How does the Tawhid 
create a sense of 
belonging to the 
Muslim community? 
 
Faith 
I can describe what a 
Muslim might learn 
about Allah from the 
story of Ibrahim and the 
Kaaba 
I can describe some 
things that are 
important to Muslims 
when they go for Hajj 
Understanding 
I can use the word 
‘Tawhid’ and phrases 
from Surah-Ikhlas to 
describe Muslim belief 
in one God – Allah 

Christianity: Journey 
of Life and Death 
 
Resurrection, Faith, or 
Heaven 
 
Should believing in the 
resurrection change 
how Christians view life 
and death? 
 
Faith 
I can describe 
what a Christian 
might learn from the 
stories of Jesus’ 
resurrection or where 
Jesus raised the dead. 
I can describe 
how the resurrection 
and Easter are 
important for 
Christians and 
describe ways they 
celebrate. 
Understanding 

Christianity: Journey of 
Life and Death 
 
Resurrection, Faith, or 
Heaven 
 
How do Heroes of the 
faith encourage 
Christians today? 
 
Faith 
I can explain some key 
Christian teachings 
about faith from the 
Bible. 
I can explain how 
religious stories of 
struggles can help 
Christians answer 
important questions 
about life. 
Understanding 
I can use the correct 
vocabulary to describe 
different 
practices/experience 

Humanism: Journey 
of Life and Death 
 
Happiness or Morality 
 
Why do Humanists 
think happiness is the 
goal of life?  
 
Faith 
I can describe 
what a Humanist 
might learn about 
achieving happiness 
from the ‘Golden 
Rule’ 
I can describe 
how celebrations on 
life’s journey may be 
the same or different 
for religious people/ 
humanists 
Understanding 
I can use the 
words Humanist, 
Atheist and 
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Christians believe 
Jesus is God’s Son 
and explain how 
they draw on the 
Bible for their ideas 
I can use religious 
words correctly 
to describe practices 
and things found in 
church which show the 
importance of Jesus 
to Christians 
Acceptance 
I can compare, 
images of Jesus, 
suggest why they 
are similar/ 
different, and say 
why others might 
not want to portray 
Jesus 
I can discuss big 
questions 
about a Christingle 
and the beliefs it 
expresses concerning 
God, humans and the 
world 

Brahman 
Understanding 
I can describe 
why Hindus choose 
to worship different 
deities and name 
some of them 
I can use the 
right religious words 
to describe how a 
belief in Brahman / 
atman might affect a 
Hindu’s diet and 
their attitude to 
animals 
Acceptance 
I can ask about 
the meaning and 
purpose of life as 
illustrated in the 
song ‘Colours of the 
Wind’ and suggest a 
range of answers, 
including a Hindu view 
I can question 
decisions made 
about Shambo and 
suggest what might 
happen as a result, 
with reference to 
Hindu beliefs 

I can express Muslim 
belief in the one-ness of 
Allah using patterns 
pictures and symbols 
Acceptance 
I can give my own and 
others’ views on the 
challenges of being a 
Muslim child and 
explain what inspires 
me positively about 
Tawhid 
I can ask questions 
about the Muslim view 
of life and suggest my 
own opinions about 
life’s meaning and 
purpose 

I can express 
Christian ideas, 
beliefs or feelings 
about Jesus’ 
resurrection and 
explain what they 
mean. 
I can talk about 
some things in the 
Emmaus Road story 
that make people ask 
questions. 
Acceptance 
I can ask 
important questions 
about the end of life 
and what might 
follow, and compare 
my ideas with those 
of others. 
I can link what is 
important to me and 
my friends e.g. 
Easter eggs, with the 
issue of Fair Trade 
and REAL Easter 
eggs. 

Christians have of 
marking faith (baptism, 
confirmation). 
I can show how 
Christians use the 
mustard seed image to 
express ideas about 
growing in faith. 
Acceptance 
I can pose questions for 
a Christian about why 
they choose to identify 
with and how they are 
inspired by Biblical 
characters like David. 
I can discuss some of 
the benefits and 
problems of having a 
strong faith or 
commitment to one 
particular hero.  

Agnostic to 
describe different 
world-views 
I can ask 
questions about what 
a human is / should 
do and suggest 
answers from those 
who have inspired or 
influenced me and 
others 
Acceptance 
I can pose questions for 
a Humanist about the 
meaning, and purpose 
of life and the search 
for truth and suggest 
answers 
I can ask questions 
about moral decisions 
and what might happen 
if happiness for oneself, 
or everyone, was 
the goal in life 
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Summarised overview of religions and themes studied 

KS1: Years 1/2 

Cycle 1 Christianity Judaism Hinduism 

 Belonging: Church Belonging: Mitzvot Dharma Enquiry: devotion 

 Symbols and artefacts: resurrection Prayer and Worship: tefillah  

 Prayer and Worship: Prayer   

Cycle 2 Christianity Judaism Islam 

 Believing: Saviour Believing: Teshuvah/Forgiveness Believing: Compassion 

 Leaders and Teachers: Trust Leaders and Teachers: Torah/Rabbi  

 Stories and Books: Parables   

KS2: Years 3/4/5/6 

Cycle 1 Christianity Hinduism Islam Sikhism Judaism Humanism Buddhism 

 Religion and the 
Individual: 
Reconciliation 

Religion and the 
Individual: Karma 

Religion and the 
Individual: Submission 

  Enquiry: 
Golden Rule 

 

 Symbols and Religious 
Expression: Sacrifice 

      

 Symbols and Religious 
Expression: Kingdom of 
God 

      

Cycle 2        

 Teachings and 
Authority: Gospel 

Teachings and 
Authority: Moksha 

Beliefs and questions: 
Revelation 

   Symbols and religious 
expression: Enlightenment 

 Worship, Pilgrimage 
and Sacred Places: 
Eucharist 

      

 Worship, Pilgrimage 
and Sacred Places: 
Pilgrim 

      

Cycle 3        

 Inspirational People: 
Salvation 

Inspirational people: 
Dharma 

Inspirational people: 
Prophet 

Religion, Family 
and Community: 
Equality 

   

 Religion, Family and 
Community: Mission 
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 Religion, Family and 
Community: Body of 
Christ 

      

Cycle 4        

 Beliefs and Questions: 
Incarnation 

Beliefs and questions: 
Brahman 

Teaching and 
Authority: Tawheed 

  Journey of life 
and death: 
Happiness 

 

 Journey of Life and 
Death: Resurrection 

      

 Journey of Life and 
Death: Faith 

      

 


